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INTERSTATE  COMMERCE 
COMMISSION 

49  CFR  Parts  1039  and  1300 
[Ex  Parte  No.  387] 

Railroad  Transportation  Contracts 

AGENCY:  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission. 

action:  Notice  of  stay  of  interim  rules. 

summary:  On  November  5, 1980,  at  45 
FR  73481,  the  Commission  issued  interim 
rules  in  this  proceeding.  These  rules 
were  issued  pursuant  to  Section  208  of 
the  Staggers  Rail  Act  of  1980  (Pub.  L.  No. 
96-448,  94  Stat.  1895)  to  govern  the 
process  of  contract  filing,  complaints, 
and  approval  and  disapproval  of 
contracts  between  rail  carriers  and 
purchasers  of  rail  service.  Notice  is 
given  of  the  stay  of  the  interim  rules. 
Elsewhere  in  the  Federal  Register  today, 
the  interim  rules  are  being  treated  solely 
as  proposed  rules.  We  will  evaluate  all 
contracts  on  a  case-by-case  basis  until 
final  regulations  are  adopted. 

EFFECTIVE  DATE:  December  16, 1980.  The 
Comment  period  on  the  proposed  rule 
ends  January  8, 1981. 

ADDRESS:  An  original  and  twenty  copies 
of  any  comments  should  be  mailed  to: 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  Room 
5340,  Washington,  D.C.  20423, 
ATTENTION:  Ex  Parte  No.  387. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACr. 
Richard  Felder,  (202)  275-7693  or 
Richard  Schiefelbein,  (202)  275-0826. 
SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  By 
decision  of  the  Commission,  Darius  W. 
Gaskins,  Jr.,  Chairman,  served 
December  16, 1980,  interim  rules  issued 
in  this  proceeding  were  stayed.  Formal 
standards  will  not  be  imposed  until  the 
Commission  has  evaluated  the 
comments  submitted  and  has 
established  final  regulations.  Comments 
in  this  matter  are  still  being  accepted 
under  the  notice  of  proposed  rulemaking 
being  published  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 
The  comment  period  ends  January  8, 
1981,  and  the  address  to  which 
comments  are  to  be  sent  appears  above. 

Effective  October  1, 1980,  parties  have 
been  able  to  file  contracts  under  Section 
208,  and  the  Commission  must  examine 
these  contracts  to  ensure  that  they 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  the  new 
Act.  Accordingly,  we  will  evaluate  all 
contracts  on  a  case-by-case  basis  until 
final  regulations  are  adopted.  We  will 
not  in  the  interim  adopt  any  formal 
requirements  as  to  contract  format, 
standing  to  complain,  or  how  a 
complainant  must  make  its  case,  parties 
should,  however,  closely  follow  the 


directives  in  Section  208,  to  assist  the 
Commission  in  evaluating  contracts  and 
complaints  before  the  effective  date  of 
final  regulations. 

Section  208  specifies  the  parties  that 
can  file,  and  the  grounds  for,  complaints. 
Other  individuals  who  believe  that 
Section  707  or  any  other  part  of  the  Act 
confers  upon  them  standing  or 
additional  grounds  should  submit  their 
arguments  with  the  complaint.  This 
entire  process  of  contract  filing, 
complaints,  and  approval  or  disapproval 
of  the  contracts  shall  proceed  on  a  case- 
by-case  basis  consistent  with  the  statute 
until  final  rules  become  effective. 

Dated:  December  16, 1980. 

By  the  Commission,  Darius  W.  Gaskins,  Jr., 
Chairman. 

Agatha  L.  Mergenovich, 

Secretary. 

(FR  Doc.  80-40319  Filed  12-24-80: 8:45  amj 
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INTERSTATE  COMMERCE 
COMMISSION 

49  CFR  Parts  1039  and  1300 
[Ex  Parte  No.  387] 

Railroad  Transportation  Contracts 

agency:  Interstate  Commerce 
Commission. 

ACTION:  Notice  of  proposed  rulemaking. 

summary:  On  November  5, 1980  at  45  FR 
73481,  the  Commission  issued  interim 
rules  in  this  proceeding.  These  rules 
were  issued  pursuant  to  Section  208  of 
the  Staggers  Rail  Act  of  1980  (Pub.  L.  No. 
96-488,  94  Stat.  1895)  to  govern  the 
process  of  contract  filing,  complaints, 
and  approval  and  disapproval  of 
contracts  between  railroads  and 
purchasers  of  rail  service.  Elsewhere  in 
the  Federal  Register  today  notice  is 
given  of  the  rules  being  stayed.  The 
interim  rules  should  now  be  considered 
solely  as  proposed  rules.  While  our 
orginal  notice  clearly  requested 
comments  on  the  rules,  it  may  not  have 
been  clear  to  all  interested  persons  that 
we  were  proposing  that  they  be  adopted 
as  final  rules.  For  this  reason,  we  are 
extending  the  deadline  for  comments. 
dates:  Comments  on  the  proposed  rules 
are  due  on  or  before  January  8, 1981. 
address:  An  original  and  twenty  copies 
of  any  comments  should  be  mailed  to: 
Interstate  Commerce  Commission,  Room 
5340,  Washington,  D.C.  20423,  Attention: 
Ex  Parte  No.  387 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Richard  B.  Felder,  (202)  275-7656 
or 

Richard  Schiefelbein^  (202)  275-0826. 

Decided:  December  16, 1980. 

(49  U.S.C.  10321  and  10713  and  5  U.S.C.  553.) 

By  the  Commission,  Darius  W.  Gaskins.  Jr., 
Chairman. 

Agatha  L.  Mergenovich, 

Secretary. 

|FR  Doc.  80-40318  Filed  12-24-80;  8:45  am) 
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